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of produce is still more difficult but co-operation must tackle
it, and in time will do so, when by a better understanding
of the co-operative movement, its peculiar virtues of
honesty and mutual goodwill have become more widespread
and more deeply engrained in the people.
Once villagers realize the value of a co-operative institu-
tion and are ready to put their hearts into it, the naturally
homogeneous character of the village is of the greatest
assistance in binding the members together. The Punjab
villager has a great advantage over many other co-operators
by being a member of a baradari (brotherhood) and of a
self-contained village and he should be made to realize this.
At the moment, however, in spite of the homogeneity—or
perhaps because of it !—the Punjab village lives a cat-and-
dog life with its factions and parties, and much of its
troubles and of its poverty and debt are caused by this
curse of strife. Nothing is more needed than the spirit of
co-operation, of the good neighbour. Mutual goodwill is
the essence of co-operation, and in a co-operative society,
every member is his neighbour's keeper. The more we can
get of this in the Punjab, the better. The committee of a
co-operative society, if impartial and respected, can do
much to preserve peace and harmony in a village. There
is, however, one society, the Co-operative Arbitration
society,1 especially designed to prevent and to liquidate
disputes and quarrels, and the Punjab cannot have too
many of them.
Co-operation is the cement which holds together and
consolidates the edifice of rural reconstruction, and without
it or without a well-established panchayat our efforts will
be but temporary, and any building we erect will sooner
or later disintegrate. What is worth doing at all is still
1 See p. 174.

